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hope of getting something for himself out of the con-
fusion, and in 1795 concluded with France the separate
peace of Basel, bj which a line of demarcation was drawn
between North and South Germany, the former being de-
clared neutral. When in 1806 the Confederation of the
Rhine had been formed under Napoleon's protectorate and
the Holy Empire extinguished, Prussia, which by a con-
vention (February 15, 1806) had obtained possession of
Hanover, part, it need hardly be said, of the dominions of
her late ally, the English King George III, endeavoured
to unite the Northern States in a league, at whose head
shorld stand her king, with the title and prerogative of
Emperor, the Direktorium being composed of him and
the sovereigns of Saxony and Hessen-CasseL Talleyrand,
however, found it easy to baffle this scheme, on which he
had at first pretended to smile (it is memorable as the
first appearance of the conception of a North-German
Confederation); and soon afterwards the defeats of Jena
and Auerstadt, followed by that of Friedland, left Prussia
at Napoleon's mercy, if mercy he had any. .By the Peace
of Tilsit she submitted, losing her knds west of the Elbe,
and in all more than half of her territories, recognising
the Confederation of the Rhine, and abandoning all claim
to interfere in German politics. Meanwhile Saxony, the
newly-created kingdom of Westphalia, and all the other
purely German members of the old Empire, joined the
Rhenish Confederation, that is to say, enrolled themselves
the vassals of the Parisian crownl French domination
was offensive everywhere, but nowhere so offensive as in
Prussia, the feebleness of whose Court seems to have em-
boldened Napoleon to treat her with an insolent scorn he
never thought of shewing to the more consistent, though
jnot more patriotic Hapsburgs. Hence, too, when*the
uprising came, and the swelling wave of popular enthu-